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Creative Religious, Legal, Social,
and Ethical Responses to Abuse

ELAINE LAWLESS is Curators’ Distinguished 
Professor of English and Folklore Studies, 
Women’s Studies, and Religious Studies at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. She is the 
editor of the Journal of American Folklore and 
the author of several books, including Women 
Escaping Violence: Empowerment Through 
Narrative, which won the American Folklore 
Society’s Elli Kongas-Maranda Prize. Her current 
research deals with the narratives of battered 
women in the Midwest.


