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Religion, Culture and Media

Dr. Joanne Jung

Dr. Michael Longinow

course instructors
Spring, 2011
Office:
Bardwell Hall south end (Jung)
Perez Hall north end (Longinow)

Ext. 5435

Office hours:   M,W   10:30-11:30 a.m. 



T, R   8-9 a.m. or 3-4 p.m.

for other times by appointment, 

see the sign-up sheet on my office door

Course materials 

Pete C. Menjares, et al.

Statement of Theological 

Imperatives for Diversity

Edward Gilbreath

Reconciliation Blues: A Black Christian’s

Perspective on White Evangelicals

Claire H. Badaracco (ed.)

Quoting God: How Media Shape 

Ideas About Religious Culture

Students in this class will:


      Seen in

Measured by
Look at religion as narrative in media
      Media, readings
Analytical writing










Readings quizzes

Encounter life narratives of people of faith
      Interviews, mtgs
Analytical writing

whose experiences differ from their own

Examine their own faith within

      Class discussion
Analytical writing

a developing cultural identity 


      Prayer sessions

Examine the media narratives used by 
     Media, readings
 Analytical writing     

those of other faith perspectives  

Examine the ways news and other 

     Media, readings
Analytical writing

media describe people of faith


     

Course Summary

This class operates under the premise that all pursuit of God involves one’s culture of upbringing, one’s ethnicity and one’s cultural narrative (storytelling). This class will study cultural narratives at many levels.

This course will explore the power of language — written, on the radio, spoken on videotape, or in film, and in music. It will also touch on the power of non-verbal expression — a language all its own, to make visual meaning within culture and as a means of pursuing God.

You will study religion, media and culture by studying narrative — the stories we all tell about ourselves and where we find ourselves in the universe. You will also learn about your own faith experience by juxtaposing it with the experience of at least one other person who is a believer — but not one who shares your faith in Christ.

The class operates under the assumption that all people — perhaps especially those who vehemently deny it — have an awareness of God’s presence in the universe and operate under some sense of faith and a moral imperative for themselves and society. That awareness of God emerges in the narratives people create through oral culture and the languages of media.

The purpose of this class is three-fold. First, you’ll be doing self-reflection that explores your own cultural identity and ethnicity as they are part the narratives of media by which you pursue God; Second, you will explore the narratives of media used by people with faith different from yours to tell their story; Third, you’ll look at ways various media (including news media) explain or illustrate  religion and people of faith, examining the language and narratives used in these media.

Readings in this course will deal with the role of media in the cultures of religion and within Evangelicalism and with the struggle of some believers with living out their faith in Christ in an Evangelical majority culture that marginalizes those outside its own cultural traditions.

Special considerations

Students desiring special accommodations on the basis of physical, learning or psychological disability for this class should speak with Dr. Longinow and contact the Learning Center for additional information and support. The office is located in the 2nd floor of the university library. Call them during business hours at ext. 4240.

Note about schedule adjustment

The calendar section of this syllabus could be modified as the semester progresses to accommodate needs of instruction. Changes will be noted in class, posted on blackboard or sent to your email. It is your responsibility to remain informed of the modifications; 

Journalism majors must earn a “C” for this class for it to count toward their major. Those earning a lower grade must repeat the course with a higher grade to receive credit toward graduation.

Calendar of Readings, Events and Assignments

Use this as a step-by-step guide to preparation for class sessions and to due dates.       Find detailed explanation of assignments later in the syllabus. 

Ask early about anything in the syllabus that is unclear to you. You will be held responsible for familiarity with due dates and the detail required in assignments.

Week 1
Mon. 1/31
Introduction to the course and to religion, culture and media

Wed. 2/2
Introduction to the theology of religion, culture and media

For today be familiar with the syllabus, its assignments, and course procedures













Week 2

Mon. 2/7 
Journalism and the Religious Imagination, Radio Tibet

For today Badraracco ch. 1

Wed. 2/9
21st century Pharisees

For today,  read Mark 7:1-23 a few times


Week 3 
Mon. 2/14 
God Talk and Middle East Media 




Q1
For today, read Badaracco ch. 2
Wed. 2/16
You’ve Got Personality and Identity



For today, have completed the “In Christ” worksheet and “Results” from humanmetrics.com

Week 4

Mon. 2/21   Free speech and terrorism — common good?   


Media Blog 1
For today read Badaracco ch, 3

Wed. 2/23  Biola’s position on Diversity

For today, read  “Theological Imperatives for Diversity”

Week 5

Mon. 2/28   Are you a fundamentalist? Are you scary? The view in Mongolia
Q2
For today, read Badaracco ch. 4 

Wed. 3/2    “Philosopher Kings”




 

Week 6
Mon.  3/7    Politics of the End Times; Muslim identity after 9/11 

Media Blog 2
For today, read Badaracco ch. 5

Wed. 3/9   Interview and Q&A with Patrick Shen




Week 7

Mon. 3/14  Death and public self-expression; Collective memory and media in Japan

For today read Badaracco ch. 6

Missions Conference March 16-18


Mon. 3/21  Missions and Media



Mission Conf.  Paper Due
For today, read Badaracco ch. 7
Wed. 3/23
Culture Making 
For today, read Andy Crouch, “Culture Making”
Week 8

Mon. 3/28   Appalachian regional identity & media perception Encounter 1 Project Due
For today,  read Badaracco ch. 8

Wed. 3/30  
An Insider’s Perspective
                                 

For today,  read Gilbreath’s Reconciliation Blues
Week 9

Mon. 4/4  
Catholic views of media; Pop spirituality and Media

Q3
For today,  read Badaracco ch. 11

Wed. 4/6
Biblical Hospitality








For today         read Jung, “Biblical Hospitality: The stranger, my friend”



Submit completed Biblical Hospitality sheet

Week 10

Mon. 4/11   Virgin of Guadalupe; Desert Religions (like ours) Encounter 2 Project Due
For today,    read Badaracco ch. 9 

Wed. 4/13      A word from India: Panel presentation and Q&A   Reflection Journal due
Week 11
Mon  
4/18   Science, Religion and Media 




Q4
For today, read Badaracco ch. 10 & conclusion


Week 12  
4/22-5/1 
Easter Break

Week 13

Mon 
5/2 
Hospitality Discussion


Extra Credit Due
Wed
5/4
Hospitality Experience: Little India
Week 14
Mon 
5/9 
Presentations & Reflection papers

(5 min. each)


Wed
5/11   
Presentations
& Reflection papers




Week 15
Mon 
5/16     Presentations
 & Reflection papers



Wed
5/18
Presentations & Reflection papers  

No final examination, but class will meet during the final exam week session
Course Component Overview

Media Blogs (2 x 80 pts.)

160
.16

Encounter projects (2 x 150 pts.)
300
.30





Quizzes (4 x 50 pts.)


200
.20

Missions Conference Paper

  70 
.07

Class session Journal


100
.10

Final Presentation


  50
.05

Reflection paper


  80
.08

Participation & Initiative

  40 
.04


Tips for earning the highest possible grade in this class: 1) Get familiar with details of assignments well ahead of their due date.  2) Get clarification from Dr. Jung or Dr. Longinow about what you don’t understand.  3) Start early.  4) Be detailed in your work.

Media Blog 1

500 words, minimum

Must include the URL of three pieces used for analysis (preferred: embed the link into the text itself by writing the piece in Word, then pasting into a blog template.) I will collect your blog URL (web address) in class the week before the blog is due.

The introduction to your Badaracco text and chapter 1 suggest that news media, despite their claims of objectivity, bring a perspective to their reporting. As consumers in a free marketplace of ideas, we are expected to come to that reporting with an informed and critical perspective. This blog is your analysis of the writing of one of the journalists or commentators mentioned in ch. 1. You will read three (3) pieces by the same author and look for evidence in the writing of an ethical perspective and sense that God — or faith in Him — figures into the lives of people and events. The more explicit the examples you can find, the better. You might need to look at more than three published pieces to find the examples. Your blog should make specific reference to portions of ch. 1 that the examples you found illustrate.

Graded for:

— Mechanical accuracy of writing

— Evidence of having read three published pieces (summaries, analysis)

— Evidence of detailed, in-depth connection with the chapter

Media Blog 2
500 words, minimum

Must include the URL of three pieces used for analysis (preferred: embed the link into the text itself by writing the piece in Word, then pasting into a blog template.) I will collect your blog URL (web address) in class the week before the blog is due.

Media has been described as a mirror and as a lens or window. If it’s a mirror, then what we see is a reflection of us and who we are; if it’s a lens or window, then the angles, perspective and visibility are in part determined by what we’re looking through. In both instances, you, the viewer are pivotal to the meaning that comes from the media encounter.  In this blog you’re looking at Christian fundamentalism in media. You’re looking to see if you se yourself, as described in media — looking to see whether you can be considered a Christian fundamentalist. You will look at how a secular media outlet describes fundamentalists (in writing and in other media languages), and you will look at how Christian fundamentalists themselves, create meaning about who they are through media. Avoid merely reading one or two articles to make your analysis. You will find it difficult to nail down what media are saying fundamentalism is — other than a pejorative term or a broad theological concept. Read widely before you select two articles to compare and contrast.

Graded for:

· Mechanical accuracy of writing

· Clear and detailed analysis of a secular and Christian media account

· Evidence of detailed, in-depth connection with the chapter (ch. 4)

Encounter projects: research/observation sessions and writing
Twice during the semester you will do on-site cross-cultural research. The research is about encounter with people who pursue their faith but are not Christians. 

Encounter sessions cannot be made up later if missed in a given week.

Due by date in calendar: 

4-5 page paper typed, double-spaced
A time-log (date and beginning time, ending time) for your research should be included. Time log is not part of the page count

For Encounter 1, you may go alone or in groups of no more than three. This research time is targeted at the weekend — times when worship-gatherings are in session. 

For Encounter 2 you are to meet alone with someone you met in the first encounter; meet them at a prearranged time and location and conduct an interview about their faith, their navigation of that faith within youth culture, how media figures into how they conceive of who they are in their faith, and how they relate to Christians (like you.)        A suggestion: friendly conversation happens better over food. Make it ethnic food.

The point of your on-site research time is observation and interaction (conversation but also interviewing) leading to blogging. The writing in your paper (noted below) will be about faith and the narratives of those who are pursuing God but who approach their beliefs in ways different than your own. You are paying particular attention to the ways media (written and visual — in print, in video or audio formats and/or online) inform or accompany people’s worship or faith experiences. Don’t try to figure this out only by standing at a distance and guessing. Do the research of asking good questions. And talk to people about what they do, what they believe, why they believe it. 

You are expected to research and observe people whose ethnicity is different than yours. You are encouraged to step outside the bounds of Christianity; but whether your research and observation are about another denomination or another religion, you are expected to do enough research that you are not being invasive or insulting. The goal in your research — besides learning about yourself and God’s work among people — is to avoid the arrogance too many Evangelicals display through cross-cultural ignorance.

There are places of worship and faith experience of many varieties within a half-hour drive of Biola’s campus. If you don’t have a car, partner with other students, or walk to some of the locations that are minutes away. If you need help finding locations, contact staff or the adviser to SMU, staff or faculty in the School of Intercultural Studies, or the offices of Glen Kinoshita or Dr. Pete Menjares. 

Encounter Paper 1 graded for:

· Mechanics of writing (including length)

· Details of prior research about place of worship (faith people group) selected

· Time log showing 50-60 min. (minim.)  spent in observation and conversation

· Details of media in the place of worship or connected with this faith group

· Your analysis/personal reflection on this encounter (how did it affect you?)

· Prayer segment

Encounter Paper 2 graded for:

· Mechanics of writing (including length)

· Time log showing 50-60 min. (minim.) spent in conversation

· Details about the person (early life, interests, social life, career direction, etc.)

· Details about their faith within youth culture, media and Christians

· Your analysis/personal reflection on this encounter (how did it affect you?)

· Prayer segment

Reminder about media requirement for final presentation
With appropriate permission, you must bring back some artifact of media from your encounter with peoples’ faith that will enhance your ability to explain who they are. 
Some examples:

— Video or audio recording of a brief Q&A with someone who will talk about their faith with you. (Caution: Do not pursue either of these approaches if the person you’re talking to is suspicious of you, has indicated bad past experiences with Evangelicals — or Biola students in particular. Your goal is bridge-building with people, not alienation.)

— Digital photos of the location (again, see the caution above)

— A link to a Web site run by the church, mosque, synagogue or shrine.

— Print media that this location or person of faith uses to guide or make sense of what they believe (note: most church bulletins aren’t sufficient, though they could be included with other print media to illustrate how media informs belief systems.) 
— video or sound slides from a web site of the worship location or from the facebook page or personal web site of the person you talked with.

Prayer and reflection segment for Encounters

Prayer/reflection segment is part of your Encounter paper (1-2 pages suggested)
Because you will be delving, in many cases, into areas of religious doubt and spiritual darkness around you, it is crucial that you make God’s presence a key part of what you’re doing. To help keep that focus, prayer will be part of your blogging this semester.

Preferably before you begin your visits and encounters with others, you are to spend    20-30 minutes in prayer and reflection. You’ll need paper as you go to prayer. Do not do your prayer and reflection in a public place or at a computer. The temptation is too great to be distracted. Find a time and place where you can focus on listening and talking to God. Because the majority of your prayer time will be listening to Him, quiet is crucial.

The pattern in your prayer time should be as follows: 

(Part 1) Spend 5 minutes listening to God. Don’t speak to Him  — about anything. Let Him do the talking. If you’ve never spent time in silence before God, this will feel like a very long time. But be patient with yourself and with God. He will speak to you in the silence as you listen. If it helps you focus on God, begin by reading a Psalm, or a portion of one. When the 5 minutes are elapsed, jot down what He said to you — using words and phrases, not entire sentences or paragraphs. These are notes you’ll use later. 

(Part 2) Spend 10 minutes asking God to speak to you about ways you need to refocus your attention in this project to better understand Him and His ways in the world, even in places you didn’t know He was working. When this time is up, make notes on what he said to you. 

(Part 3) Spend the last five minutes thanking God about this project. Be specific. It can be for anything — for people, for things you’ve learned, for who He is, for what He’s doing in you.  Be prepared for God to speak to you through this prayer time in ways you don’t expect. If one of the segments takes longer than the others, let God be the director of the time. When you’re done, spend some time writing based on what you have in your prayer notes. (Writing time should not be counted as prayer time.)

Missions Conference Paper and Interview Overview

1-2 pages typed, double space (length does not include attached quotes page)

Because this is a class exploring other cultures and how media and religion operate in them, you will bring unique insights to Missions Conference and the speakers and organization representatives who are here for it. 

In this paper you will talk about what you learned from a workshop session(s) or from an interview with a speaker or missions representative about how media (of any kind) serves as a cross-cultural bridge for people in their target area of missions. You should get some outstanding quotes and highlight them in an audio file, video file or in printed quotes that you can attach to your paper.  (Extra credit option: Earn up to 20 pts. extra credit — beyond the options at the end of this syllabus — for creating a podcast for Biola Radio using another language as a translated interview with someone connected to Missions Conf. Contact Heather Stillwell on Biola gmail for details.)

Paper graded for:

— evidence of interaction with Missions Conference and a speaker

20 pts.

— evidence of analysis of media as part of culture



20 pts.

— use of key quotes in separate page or media clip



20 pts.

— mechanics of writing






10 pts.

Final Presentation and Reflection paper

Presentation: 5 minutes long (aim for 4 and you’ll hit 5 on the nose)
Paper: 3-4 pages typed, double-spaced

The final presentation and reflection paper are a media-intensive look back at media and the people, in their unique cultures, who use that media to describe — or participate in — their pursuit of God. Your presentation, in a brief capsule (you have 5 minutes) should show us the people you encountered, with explanation of how you found them, how you learned from them, and how what you saw or heard helped you understand them.
Use audio clips of songs, use video clips from interviews you’ve done, show us photos. If you are using a Macintosh laptop, you will need to bring an adapter that connects your laptop to the system in our classroom. (Do not assume yours fits.) You will be bumped to another time if your presentation doesn’t work as soon as your time begins.

The final presentation will be graded for:
— adherence to time limit

— use of media, with explanation

— use of your own cultural narrative

— reference to people of faith or belief systems different from your own

The paper, which can be written in first or third person, should make specific reference to people, places and media that you encountered this semester. The paper should also make multiple reference to the textbook readings to show how these helped inform your inquiry. You may add reference to other readings, done on your own this semester, that helped you understand the media used by people of faith and by those seeking to understand people of faith. Use journalistic reference style in noting the media that were part of your journey this semester.

The reflection paper will be graded for:
— mechanics of writing




— reference to the textbook(s)

— reference to people and places you explored 

     that were outside your prior experience

— reference to your own cultural journey and how

     this semester has affected it

How to quote sources you interview 




       for blogs and papers in this class

Ground rules for interviews:

— The source must consent to be interviewed and must understand, before you begin, that what they say will appear in print or online. (You cannot assume the source understands this unless the source is a public figure or public official — in either case, familiar with being interviewed by media.) When in doubt, ask if the source understands the ground-rules of being interviewed. If the source has misgivings or is leaning toward declining to be interviewed, it’s better to know ahead of time rather than afterward. Persuade the source to cooperate if you can. If not, find a new source. (Most sources will consent if you explain what you’re planning to do with what they say — and agree to check back with them before you put their words into your writing.)

— Audio-record your interview and take notes. In the event the recording device fails, the notes are your back-up. If the source declines to the recording or your taking notes, you should re-evaluate whether this source is the best for the article. (Or try again later.)

— Review your notes and/or review the recording within a few hours of the interview. For you to be able to remember what the person said, how they said it, and how to fill in the blanks, you will need memory that fades fast after a few hours.

— Always ask for a call-back number and some time-table as to the source’s later availability (i.e. “Will you be available later today if I have questions?) Invariably, your writing you can fill in the blanks in places where the recording and/or or your notes are sketchy or unclear. 

— Do not interview friends, room-mates, family members, those who work with or for you or who have some other incentive to say (or have the appearance of saying) only what you want to hear. The goal is impartiality and fairness in your approach to the facts, context or background on your inquiry.

Attribution of quotes (using quotes in your writing)
Attribute all quotations to their source — whether the quote is direct or indirect. Quotes that you obtain from a media source should tell not only who said the words, but what media source they were quoted or paraphrased in. (“I’m not resigning,” Blagojevich said in a Chicago Tribune report on Thursday. The Chicago Tribune reported on Thursday that Blagojevich said he wouldn’t resign.)

Direct quotes (things people say to you in an interview) are set off with quotation marks and are introduced or followed by source's full name, including the title as appropriate.

Indirect quotes (paraphrases or reference to a statement found in a media source) do not use quotation marks and are generally presented as a summary of the direct quote. With paraphrased statements, you still need to give attribution to the source.

Avoid use of ellipses in quotes. Readers want to know what you left out. But if you must use ellipses, insert them only as a substitute for words you remove from a quotation. If you use this technique, be sure that the rest of the quotation still retains its meaning.

Keep punctuation within the quotation marks. Use a comma when the quotation is interrupted by attribution and follow the attribution with a period. (“The quote starts here,” he said. “But it ends this way.”) The second part of the quote will be capitalized. End the second part of the quote with appropriate punctuation, and place it within the quotes.

Attribute any quotations obtained through e-mail or a telephone interview appropriately. Introduce the quotation by saying something like, "in a recent interview via e-mail _____ said/says/noted that...." Same approach for telephone interviews.

Use anonymous quotations only as a last resort. Grant anonymity only in cases where there is no other way to get the information. Be sure the information given is worthy of the privilege. Anonymity of quotes or data tends to erode your credibility as a writer.

In video or audio interviews introduce the person who will be speaking by name and title before you ask the question. Be sure to ask the person, before you turn on the recording device, how to pronounce their name. Repeat it back to them and ask if you’ve got it right before proceeding.

Error Guide

The following is a guide to how out-of-class papers as well as blog writing for this course. You are expected to proof-read your work carefully before turning it in so as to avoid errors such as these that can significantly hurt the point total of your assignments.

Personal name errors

8 pts. each error
Get the exact spelling of the person’s name to whom you’re referring in an article — whether you’re quoting or paraphrasing them. The error will be marked each time it appears in the narrative.

Location name errors

5 pts. each error
Get the exact name of the business, organization, ministry, etc. Use A.P. style to refer to address, including state if necessary.

Improper attribution

3 pts. each error
Use journalistic attribution of quotes paraphrases and background sources such as articles, studies or data (i.e. no footnotes, endnotes or parenthetical notation.)
For a brief but thorough overview of attribution in journalistic writing, see:

http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/attribution.htm
Non-attribution of facts

Counts as an “F”
Non-attribution of quotes

Counts as an “F”



Extra Credit

Choose one from below. Turn in all extra credit as a clean photocopy of published work or DVD by due date in syllabus. Materials not returned except by request.

Write for Chimes or Chimes Online 





You can earn extra credit points (10 pts. per story, limit 3) for writing about cross-cultural faith-related topics in ways that inform the Chimes audience. Articles must quote at least one interviewed source and should have an angle that answers the “so what?” question all students will have when deciding whether to read or view online. 

Shoot photos or video or audio for Chimes, Chimes online, or Biola Radio or shoot (or participate in) a news or feature for EagleVision
You can earn up to 10 pts. per photo (limit 3) or 30 pts. for at least 30 seconds of an interview with a significant source related to a faith community that is doing something new or unusual in south L.A. or Orange County and that has a clear connection to the Biola community.

Photos do not count for extra credit if they lack a caption/cutline that describes the action in the photo (who, what, when, where) in the present tense, preferably with a sentence of background about the person(s) in the frame. Photos must be published to count for extra credit. Print out the piece and include the URL so I can find it.
Video clips/segments must clearly and accurately identify the person and scene included. 

For Chimes online contact Elizabeth Sallie or Patricia Diaz

For Chimes news or features see Harmony Wheeler or Tiffany Sun

For EagleVision contact Prof. Stew Oleson

For Biola Radio contact Prof. Heather Stillwell
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Semester quotes:





“And he said to them, ‘You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.”





	— The Apostle Peter


		   Acts 10:2





“Sometimes when we reach across racial boundaries, it puts us outside our own group.” 





	— Paula Harris in              Being White: Finding Our Place in a Multiethnic World








Grading Scale





100-96		A


95-93		A-


92-90		B+


89-85		B


84-82		B-


81-79		C+


78-74		C


73-71		C-


70-68		D+


67-63		D


62-60		D-


Below 60	F
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