 

Religion, Media, and Popular Culture (Spring 2012)
530-001/635-001
Professor John Schmalzbauer
Office: Strong Hall 263
Missouri State University
Email: jschmalzbauer@missouristate.edu
Phone: 836-5918
Course Description
 
This course explores the relationship between the sacred and the secular in sports, film, popular music, religious retailing, tourism, and the comics.  It pays special attention to the influence of different religious traditions (Catholic, Pentecostal, Jewish, Hindu, etc.) on the media while recognizing the internal diversity of each tradition.  As much as possible, it relates the study of religion and popular culture to Springfield and the greater Ozarks region.
 
Course Goals
 
1. Discern the subtle influence of religion in American popular culture (cultural competence)
2. Explore regional expressions of popular culture in the Ozarks (community engagement)
3. Discuss the ways that Americans use popular culture to make meaning (cultural competence)
4. Understand the diversity of religious imaginations in popular culture (cultural competence)
 
Required Textbook and Electronic Reserve Readings
 
Douglas Coupland, Marshall McLuhan: You Know Nothing of My Work (New York: Atlas & Co., 2010).
 
Julie Byrne, O God of Players: The Story of the Immaculata Mighty Macs (New York: Columbia University Press, 2003).

 
Teresa L. Reed, The Holy Profane: Religion in Black Popular Music (University Press of Kentucky, 2003).
 
Troy Messenger, Holy Leisure: Recreation and Religion in God’s Square Mile (Temple University Press, 1999).
 
Jason C. Bivins, Religion of Fear: The Politics of Horror in Conservative Evangelicalism (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008).
 
Arie Kaplan, From Krakow to Krypton: Jews and Comic Books (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2008).

Electronic Reserve Readings: These readings will be posted on the Meyer Library ERES webpage.  They are an essential part of the class.  They are not optional.  To access electronic reserve readings, please: 1) Go to http://library.missouristate.edu/; 2) Click on ERserves/Course Reserves; 3) Type in “Schmalzbauer.”  The password to access readings is “Schmelvis” (note capital letter “S”).
 
Attendance Policy:  Attendance is required at all class meetings.  The only acceptable excuses for absences are emergencies (please contact the instructor in such cases).  
 

Class Participation (20 points): Students will be evaluated on their participation in class discussions, familiarity with the readings, and the quality of their comments.

 

Reflection Paragraphs (80 points):  Several times in the semester, students will be asked to write 2-3 paragraphs reflecting on the readings.  This is an opportunity for the instructor to see how students are processing the readings.  It is also an opportunity for students to express their opinions.  They will be graded on the extent to which they show familiarity with the readings and for their thoughtfulness.

 
Examinations (600 points total; 300 points each): There will be two examinations in this course.  They will test students only on the unit leading up to the examination.  Examinations will be a mixture of short answer and essay questions.  
 
Oral Presentation on Research Project (50 points—see below)
 
Research Paper (250 points):  Students will complete a 12-13 page research paper (14-16 pages for graduate students) focusing on religion and popular culture in the Ozarks.  Papers may explore:  a) Religion and Popular Music; b) Religious Retailing; c) Religion and Tourism; d) Religion and Comics; e) Religion and Film; f) Religion and Sports.  Other topics that fit the course may also be appropriate.  Papers must incorporate original research drawing on one or more of the following techniques: one-on-one interviews, field observations, or analysis of contemporary or historical primary sources (newspaper stories, videos, sound recordings, books or documents from libraries/archives, etc.).  
 
Students completing interview-based papers must conduct at least one taped interview (two taped interviews for graduate students) of one hour or more.  Students must wait until our class receives approval from the Institutional Review Board to conduct their interviews.
 
Students completing field observation-based papers must conduct at least three two-hour visits to the research site or sites (four site visits for graduate students).  Students must wait until our class receives approval from the Institutional Review Board to begin their observations.
 
Step One: Meeting with Instructor on Topic and Method of Data Collection: Students must meet with Professor Schmalzbauer about their research topics and methods of data collection by Friday March 16.  Students must bring a one page description of their topics and methods of data collection to the meeting.  Professor Schmalzbauer will make suggestions on scholarly books/articles to read for background.  You may need to schedule an additional meeting or email the instructor about your methods of data collection (questionnaire, field observations, etc.).  Professor Schmalzbauer will guide you in developing a solid research strategy.
 
Step Two: Data Collection: As soon our class projects are approved by the Institutional Review Board (probably in early February), you should promptly begin your research.  If you are doing any research for your project that does not involve human subjects (library research, for example), you can begin your data collection sooner.  
 
Step Three: Oral Presentation on Research Paper Projects (50 points)
Each student must make one oral presentation based on research for the paper.  These presentations will be held between Monday April 23 and Wednesday May 9.  The instructor will pass out a sign-up sheet for time slots.  Presentations should be 10 minutes in length (no longer and no shorter). The presentation should not attempt to summarize your entire paper.  Rather, it should present your analysis of a single piece of evidence.  This might be an excerpt from an interview, a primary document from a library, a video clip, a photograph, or field notes from an observation of a single event.
 
Step Four: Meeting with Instructor on Research Paper Outline 
Students must meet with Professor Schmalzbauer by Monday May 7 to discuss the structure and argumentation of their research papers.  Students must bring a one page outline of the research paper to the meeting.
 
Step Five: Turn in Research Paper 
Papers are due Monday May 14 in Strong Hall 263 (under the door is fine).  If a paper relies on interviews, the student must submit signed consent forms from all respondents.  If a student completes an interview, she/he must also submit a copy of the tape.
 
Grading: Grades will be calculated using the following point system:

Grades will be calculated using the following point system:

Class Participation: possible 20 points

Reflection Paragraphs: possible 80 points

Examinations: possible 600 points (300 points each)

Research Paper Oral Presentation: possible 50 points

Completed Research Paper: possible 250 points

 

Total Number of Points: 1,000

The following grading scale will be used:

4.0 A: Outstanding Work (93-100%)

3.7 A- : Excellent Work (90-92%)

3.3 B+: Near Excellent Work (87-89%)

3.0 B: Very Good Work (83-86%)

2.7 B-: Good Work (80-82%)

2.3 C+: Slightly Above Satisfactory Work (77-79%)

2.0 C: Satisfactory Work (73-76%)

1.7 C-: Slightly Below Satisfactory Work (70-72%)

1.3 D+: Passing Work (67-69%)

1.0 D: Minimum Passing Work (63-66%)

0.0 F: Failed—No Credit (0-62%)

0.0 I: Incomplete 

 

If a student is on the border of a grade, the instructor will take into consideration the overall performance of the student, class participation, and amount of improvement.

Academic Honesty Policy: Missouri State University is a community of scholars committed to developing educated persons who accept the responsibility to practice personal and academic integrity.  You are responsible for knowing and following the university’s Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures, available at www.missouristate.edu/policy/academicintegritystudents.htm.  You are also responsible for understanding and following any additional academic integrity policies specific to this class (as outlined by the instructor).  Any student participating in any form of academic dishonesty will be subject to sanctions as described in this policy.   If you are accused of violating this policy and are in the appeals process, you should continue participating in the class. 
Non-Discrimination Policy: Missouri State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution, and maintains a grievance procedure available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against. At all times, it is your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office for Equity and Diversity, Park Central Office Building, 117 Park Central Square, Suite 111, (417) 836-4252. Other types of concerns (i.e., concerns of an academic nature) should be discussed directly with your instructor and can also be brought to the attention of your instructor’s Department Head.   Please visit the OED website at www.missouristate.edu/equity/. 
Policy on Disability Accommodations: To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact the Director of the Disability Resource Center, Plaster Student Union, Suite 405, (417) 836-4192 or (417) 836-6792 (TTY), www.missouristate.edu/disability.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to the Disability Resource Center prior to receiving accommodations. The Disability Resource Center refers some types of accommodation requests to the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, which also provides diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disabilities. For information about testing, contact the Director of the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, (417) 836-4787, http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc. 
Cell Phone Policy: As a member of the learning community, each student has a responsibility to other students who are members of the community.  When cell phones or pagers ring and students respond in class or leave class to respond, it disrupts the class.  Therefore, the Office of the Provost prohibits the use by students of cell phones, pagers, PDAs, or similar communication devices during scheduled classes.  All such devices must be turned off or put in a silent (vibrate) mode and ordinarily should not be taken out during class.  Given the fact that these same communication devices are an integral part of the University’s emergency notification system, an exception to this policy would occur when numerous devices activate simultaneously.  When this occurs, students may consult their devices to determine if a university emergency exists.  If that is not the case, the devices should be immediately returned to silent mode and put away.  Other exceptions to this policy may be granted at the discretion of the instructor. 
Dropping this Class: It is your responsibility to understand the University’s procedure for dropping a class. If you stop attending this class but do not follow proper procedure for dropping the class, you will receive a failing grade and will also be financially obligated to pay for the class. For information about dropping a class or withdrawing from the university, contact the Office of the Registrar at 836-5520.
Religion at a State University: Consistent with Supreme Court decisions regarding the teaching of religion at public institutions (Abington v. Schempp 1963), this course approaches the study of religion from a non-confessional standpoint.  We will focus on describing and analyzing the place of religion in American culture, rather than arguing for one religious tradition or another.  Students are free to express or not to express their own beliefs in class.  
Office Hours for Professor Schmalzbauer: Office Hours for Professor Schmalzbauer: Mondays and Wednesdays 3-4:30 p.m.; and Thursdays 10:00 a.m.-12 noon in Strong Hall 263 (Religious Studies Department).

 

Introducing Religion, Media, and Popular Culture
Wednesday January 18: Getting Acquainted
 
Friday January 20: Coca Cola, Baseball, and Rock ‘n ’Roll
Reading: David Chidester, “The Church of Baseball, the Fetish of Coca-Cola, and the Potlatch of Rock 'n' Roll: Theoretical Models for the Study of Religion in American Popular Culture,” from the Journal of the American Academy of Religion.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1465620 
 
 
Unit I: Catholic Imaginations—Marshall McLuhan and the Mighty Macs
Monday January 23: Greeley’s Theory of the Catholic Imagination
Reading: Andrew Greeley, “Why Do Catholics Stay in the Church; Because of the Stories.”
http://www.nytimes.com/1994/07/10/magazine/why-do-catholics-stay-in-the-church-because-of-the-stories.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
 
Reading: Patrick Kelly, “The ‘Rising’ of Bruce Springsteen,” America magazine.
http://www.americamagazine.org/content/article.cfm?article_id=2772 
 

Optional Reading: James T. Fisher, “Greeley’s World,” from Commonweal magazine. http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1252/is_9_127/ai_62655920/ 
 
Wednesday January 25: Catholic Popular Culture
Reading: James T. Fisher, “Catholicism As American Popular Culture.” http://www.catholicsinpublicsquare.org/papers/winter2001commonweal/fisher/fisherprint.htm
 
Friday January 27:  Marshall McLuhan, Part I
Reading: Douglas Coupland, You Know Nothing of My Work, 2-17.
 
Reading: Michael Valpy, “The Return of Marshall McLuhan,” Globe and Mail.
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/the-return-of-marshall-mcluhan/article2099375/singlepage/#articlecontent 
 
Optional Reading:  Alan Jacobs, “Why Bother with Marshall McLuhan?” New Atlantis.
http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/why-bother-with-marshall-mcluhan 
 
Monday January 30: Marshall McLuhan, Part II
Reading: Douglas Coupland, You Know Nothing of My Work, 19-74.
 
**January 31: Amy Collier Artman Lecture on Kathryn Kuhlman, 7:00 p.m. in Meyer 101**
 
Wednesday February 1: Marshall McLuhan, Part III
Reading: Jeet Heer, “Divine Inspiration.” http://www.walrusmagazine.com/printerFriendly.php?ref=2011.07-media-divine-inspiration 
 
Reading: Michael W. Higgins, “Prophet of the Electric Age,” Commonweal magazine.
http://commonwealmagazine.org/prophet-electric-age 
 
Reading: S. Brent Plate, “The Religious Uses of Marshall McLuhan,” Religion Dispatches.
http://therevealer.org/archives/9061 
 
Friday February 3: Marshall McLuhan, Part IV
Reading: Douglas Coupland, You Know Nothing of My Work, 75-148.
 
Monday February 6: Marshall McLuhan, Part V
Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media, 1-72.

http://imlportfolio.usc.edu/ctcs505/McLuhanUnderstandingMedia.html 
  
Wednesday February 8: Religion and Sports from Naismith to Tebow
Reading: Sarah Henning, “Honors Court: Forgotten Memorabilia Reflects Basketball Founder James Naismith’s Commitment to Faith.” www2.kusports.com/news/2009/mar/28/honors-court-forgotten-memorabilia-reflects-basket/ 
 
Reading: Patton Dodd, “Tim Tebow: God’s Quarterback.”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203413304577084770973155282.html 
 
Reading: Art Remillard, “Building Bridges from ‘Muscular Christianity’ to the Tebow Thing.”
http://histsociety.blogspot.com/2011/08/building-bridges-from-muscular.html 
 
Friday February 10: The Mighty Macs, Part I
Reading: Julie Byrne, O God of Players, xi-54.
 
Monday February 13: The Mighty Macs, Part II
Reading: Julie Byrne, O God of Players, 55-112
 
Wednesday February 15: The Mighty Macs, Part III
Reading: Julie Byrne, O God of Players, 113-141.
 
** February 16: Julie Byrne Lecture on Mighty Macs, 7:30 p.m. in Meyer 101 (Required)**
 
Friday February 17: The Mighty Macs, Part IV
Reading: Julie Byrne, O God of Players, 142-211.
 
Monday February 20: Presidents’ Day Holiday (No Class)
 
 
Unit II: Black and White Protestantisms—Music, Tourism, and Left Behind
Wednesday February 22: Religion and Black Popular Music, Part I
Reading: Teresa Reed, The Holy Profane: Religion in Black Popular Music, 1-38.
 
Friday February 24: Religion and Black Popular Music, Part II
Reading, Teresa Reed, The Holy Profane: Religion in Black Popular Music, 89-112
 
Monday February 27: Religion and Black Popular Music Part III
Reading: Teresa Reed, The Holy Profane: Religion in Black Popular Music, 113-160.
 
Wednesday February 29: Southern Evangelicalism and Rock n’ Roll
Reading: Charles Reagan Wilson, “‘Just a Little Talk with Jesus.’” Southern Cultures.
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/southern_cultures/v012/12.4wilson.html 
 
Friday March 2: Sacred Music in the Ozarks—Shape-Notes and Gospel
“Gospel Music” and “Shape-Note Hymnody”  in Grove Music Online. 

Available at http://library.missouristate.edu/databases/index.htm?mode=title (limit three users)

 

Guest Speaker: Drew Beisswenger, Missouri State University Music Librarian 

 

Monday March 5: Gender, Salvation, and Sexuality in Country Music
Reading: Maxine L. Grossman, “Jesus, Mama, and the Constraints on Salvific Love in Contemporary Country Music,” 83-115. Academic Search Premier
 
Reading: Jeremiah Woodring, “Big Smith, Religion, and Country Music.” 
 
Wednesday March 7: Examination #1
.
Friday March 9: Religion and Recreation in Nineteenth-Century America
Reading: Troy Messenger, Holy Leisure: Recreation and Religion in God’s Square Mile, ix-27.
 
Monday March 12: Sacred Time and Sacred Space
Reading: Troy Messenger, Holy Leisure: Recreation and Religion in God’s Square Mile, 29-60.
 
Wednesday March 14: Sacred Bodies and Gender in Ocean Grove
Reading: Troy Messenger, Holy Leisure: Recreation and Religion in God’s Square Mile, 63-98.
 
Friday March 16: Ocean Grove as Jerusalem
Reading: Troy Messenger, Holy Leisure: Recreation and Religion in God’s Square Mile, 99-132.
 
March 17 to March 25: Spring Break (No Class)
 
Monday March 26: Religion of Fear, Part I
Reading: Jason Bivins, Religion of Fear, vii-40.
 
Wednesday March 28: Religion of Fear, Part II
Reading: Jason Bivins, Religion of Fear, 41-87.
 
Reading: Explore webpage of Jack Chick Publications at http://www.chick.com/default.asp 
 
Friday March 30: Religion of Fear, Part III
Reading: Jason Bivins, Religion of Fear, 129-168.
 
Monday April 2: Religion of Fear, Part IV
 Reading: Jason Bivins, Religion of Fear, 169-211.
 
Reading: Explore webpage of Left Behind at http://www.leftbehind.com/ 

Wednesday April 4: Religion of Fear, Part V
Reading: Jason Bivins, Religion of Fear, 213-236.
 
Reading: Interview with Jason Bivins.
www.religiondispatches.org/books/838/rd10q:_religion_of_fear:_the_politics_of_horror_in_conservative_evangelicalism
 
Friday April 6: Spring Holiday (No Class)
 

 

Unit III: Varieties of Religious Comics—Jews, Muslims, and Hindus
Monday April 9: Jews and Comics, Part I
Reading: Arie Kaplan, From Krakow to Krypton, x-81.
 
Wednesday April 11: Jews and Comics, Part II
Reading: Arie Kaplan, From Krakow to Krypton, 83-159.

 
Friday April 13: Jews and Comics, Part III
Reading: Arie Kaplan, From Krakow to Krypton, 161-210.
 
Monday April 16: Muslim Comic Books
Reading: Hassan M. Fattah, “Zap! Pow! Islamic Superheroes to Save the Day.”
http://www.the99.org/art-36-33-Articles-1-3-12,ckl 
 
Reading: Naif al-Mutawa, “Why I Based Superheroes on Islam.”
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8127699.stm 
 
Reading: Explore the webpage of THE 99 comic book at http://www.the99.org/ 
 
Wednesday April 18: Hindu Comic Books
Reading: Pradeep Sebastian, “Comic Book Capers,” The Hindu.
http://www.hindu.com/lr/2009/08/02/stories/2009080250160400.htm 
 
Reading: Karline McLain, “Sita and Shrupanakha: Symbols of the Nation in Amar Chitra Katha.”
www.manushi-india.org/pdfs_issues/PDF%20file%20122/8.%20Sita%20and%20Shrupanakha.pdf 
 
Reading: Explore the webpage of Amar Chitra Katha comics at http://www.amarchitrakatha.com/ 
 
Friday April 20: Test #2
 
Monday April 23: Student Presentations
 
Wednesday April 25: Student Presentations
 
Friday April 27: Student Presentations
 
Monday April 30: Student Presentations
 
Wednesday May 2: Student Presentations
 
Friday May 4: Student Presentations
 
Monday May 7: Student Presentations
 
Wednesday May 9: Student Presentations
 
**Final Paper Due Monday May 14 in Strong Hall 263**
