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Professor Jill Hamburg Coplan
Gods of the City: Covering Religion in

  Post-9/11 New York
Tentative Course Overview

Week 1: Introduction

E Pluribus Unum? Religion in America Today. 
What is Religion Reporting? Themes in 50 Years of American Religious Reporting. On developing a beat. On developing sources & story ideas. Write your autobiography. 
Finding Story Ideas. Ways to get story ideas. Religious Diversity and finding news Sources on religious diversity.  Introduction to Religion Reporting Resources. 

Readings: What Is Religion? A Student's Reflection: Intruding Into Others' Lives.  Online Faithful: God and Man on YouTube.  Religion News Stories 1950s and 1960s. Religion News Source & Links. William E. Arnal from Guide to the Study of Religion edited by Willi Braun and Russell T. McCutcheon, King from Orientalism and Religion.
Week 2: Religion News Stories

Dynamics of reporting as an outsider. Conflicts of interest. Dynamics as an insider. Pluralism and news coverage: role of the journalist? The many points in the news-production cycle where ethics come into play. The holiday story, the reaction story.

Readings: “The Contemporary Urban Landscape” by Robert Orsi from Gods of the City. Diane Eck, A New Religious America. News pieces: Opening of new Hindu temple. Survey Release Story on Bias (AP 2006).  Holiday Observance story (Tibetan Buddhists). Hard news religion stories: Reaction Stories: Pope's visit. Pope's visit (Muslims' reaction). 

Writing due: Beatlist and first story pitch (you’ll hear back w/ guidance in 24 hours).

Week 3: Profiles (& Profiles of Institutions)

Profiling Advice; How To Get Anecdotes for Profiles. The Feature Interview. Tips for interviewing. The importance of biography/honing interviewing skills. Handling tough interviews.  Advice on Note-Taking. Profile Structure. 

Pitching slam. What makes it newsworthy? Figuring in audience.

Readings: On the interview. NYU Chaplain Khalid Latif. Muslim teenage authors w/new book. Religious Olympic archery coach. Science teacher confronting creationists.  Arts Profile: Religious Baptist Comedian. Youth Entrepreneur Profile.  Profiles of Institutions: Sanctuary movement group. Vietnamese Buddhist temple in Calif.

Writing due today: Beatlist and first story 

Week 4: Field Trip – The New York Islamic Center 

Readings: “Said’s Orientalism: a book and its aftermath” by Zachary Lockman from Contending Visions 
Week 5: Religion Personal Essays & Op-Eds

Writing the personal essay. Opinion pieces.   

Readings: Religion Personal Essay Samples & personal essays by your professor. In the Women's Car in Cairo. Memoir about an Iraqi Jewish grandmother.  Personal Essay-Andrew Lam/Buddhism.  Religion Op-Eds: by Prof. John Esposito. Op-Ed LA Times on false modesty movement.

Week 6: Religion Writing & the Arts and other types of features

 Feature: Museum Exhibition Story (not a review). Book Review Story. Religion & Sports. Religion & Family life. The Evergreen Religion Story.

Readings: St. Patrick's Christmastime story, NY Post.  Hindu Holiday Begins. The Minor Holiday Story (Holocaust Remembrance Day). Problems With Military Religious Burials. News articles pack: Holiday Pegged stories

Writing due today: First story revision and second story pitch (you’ll hear back w/ guidance in 24 hours).

Week 7: Field trip: Crown Heights Hasidic Community

Readings: TBD

Writing due today: Second story

Week 8:  Religion Trend Stories [Lifestyle, Business, Demographic, Education, Tech, Fashion, Sexuality) Religion Service ("How-To") Features

Travel-Writing Tips, Advice and Structures. 

Reading: Travel Service piece: Kyoto Shrines. Workplace Religion Service: Religious Holiday Issues. Community in the news (Amish). Genetics & Kosher Food. Religion Publishing: Rise Of Muslim Girls' Magazines. Business trend: marketing to Muslims. Demographic Trend: NY Latinos & Pentacostalism. Education Trend: Decline in Catholic Seminarians. TechTrend: GodTube. Education Trend: Newark Parochial Schools. Fashion Trend: Religion & Tattoos. Trend Story: Sexuality.

Writing due today: Third story pitch 

Week 9: Field Trip TBD
Readings: TBD
Writing due today: Second story revision

Week 10: The Final: Long-Form Religion Journalism

Reading: Esquire profile: John Walker Lindt, American Taliban.  Campus Extremism (Wall St. Journal '03).  Rolling Stone: Teenage Holy War by Jeff Sharlet.  New Age Capitalist Spirit. News Analysis: Obama & Black Liberation Theology. 

Writing due today: Third story 

Week 11: Individual Conferences
Please come for your individual conference.
Week 12: Field Trip TBD
Readings: TBD

Week 13:  Narrative and literary techniques. 
In-class: Narrative and literary techniques in feature writing.

Lecture and discussion will cover First Amendment and ethical issues.

Week 14:  Writers Workshop
Also wrap-up and farewell. Workshopping your final stories. Everyone will be workshopped in full.

Reading due: None

Writing due: Final piece revision (revision is mandatory)

