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Religion and Media


University of North Carolina, Charlotte

__________________________________________________________________

Dr. Sean McCloud
Office: Macy 217

Department of Religious Studies
Phone: 687-2542

email: spmcclou@email.uncc.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday 2-3 pm,  Wednesday 4-5 pm, and by appointment
__________________________________________________________________

Course Description and Objectives:  This course considers some of the many combinations and connections between religion and media in contemporary U.S. culture.  The class is divided into three sections.  We begin with an introduction to media studies and then look at how scholars have studied the intersections of religion and media.  In the second section, we analyze how a selection of films, television shows, and newsmagazines have depicted (represented) both specific religious groups and religion in general.  In the final section, we read studies examining people’s use of  media, works that focus on how religion and media practices interact and influence each other in individuals’ lives.  The goal of this class is more than broadening your knowledge about the subjects we cover, it is to develop your critical thinking, speaking, reading,  and writing skills.  The class format will consist of seminar-style discussions, weekly reading journals,  student presentations, and an original, thesis-driven research paper.  

Readings:   Reading assignments come from your required texts (Lynn Schofield Clark’s From Angels to Aliens: Teenagers, the Media, and the Supernatural, Sophia Marriage and Jolyon Mitchell’s Mediating Religion: Conversations in Media, Religion, and Culture, Jeffrey Sconce’s Haunted Media: Electronic Presence from Telegraphy to Television) and from a coursepack (identified in reading schedule as “CP”) available at  Gray’s Bookstore.  Always come to class with the  readings of the day completed and be ready to discuss them.

Grading:    Your final grade will be based on the following:

Classroom Participation
25%

15 Reading Journals
15%

Reading Presentation/Discussion Lead
05%

Paper Draft (4/8)
20%

Final Paper (Due week of finals)
35%   = 100%
______________________________________________________________________________

Class Attendance and Participation:  Participation includes three things:  attendance and contributing qualitatively and quantitatively to discussions. This course requires your active engagement and will be more enjoyable and useful for all of us if you are here and enter willingly into the conversations.  Come to each class with observations, questions, and critiques.  In discussions, don’t be shy about disagreeing with me or your classmates.  I do ask, however, that you listen to others’ points of view and treat everybody with civility.  For those who are shy, be reassured that it is not just the quantity of your participation that counts.  Fewer comments that show a careful and thoughtful engagement with the texts and issues can be more important and valuable in class discussions than numerous comments that stray from the readings and topics at hand.  On another note, know that uncivil behavior will not be tolerated.  Talking with friends during class, sleeping, regularly coming in 5 minutes or more late, and rude comments are unacceptable.  Your participation grade will be hurt more if you are in class doing these things than if you are absent. Roughly, consider that every absence equals one point off  attendance part of your final grade.  Disruptive classroom behavior equals two points off.  Please also note: As part of your participation grade, every student is required by  to meet with me no later than February 27 for an appointment to discuss ideas for their final paper.

Reading Journal: To encourage you to read actively, critically, and prepare for class discussions, you are required to submit 15 journal entries.  These entries must be typed and approximately 250 words (that’s about one typed page).  The journal entries are due in class on the day the reading is assigned.  Each entry must have a title, briefly quote or summarize a passage in one assigned reading for the day, and should engage the ideas of the text in some direct and thoughtful way.  Your syllabus not only specifies the date each journal is due, but the reading it must be on. You will receive either a check (acceptable) or a minus (unacceptable) for each entry you turn in.  A check means that you handed one in on time and followed the guidelines above.  I do not grade the journal entries for the persuasiveness of your argument.  You are in complete control of how well you do in this part of the course.  15 accepted journal entries equals a perfect 15 of 15 points of your grade.  Read your syllabus carefully to see what days journals are due.  NO LATE JOURNALS WILL BE ACCEPTED! NO EXCEPTIONS!
Reading Presentation/Discussion Lead: During the semester, you are required to introduce one (perhaps two, depending on class size) of the assigned readings.  This entails  two things.  First, you will briefly summarize the reading, using quotes to demonstrate its thesis and line of argumentation.  Second, you will present the class with several questions that engage arguments and issues found in the reading.   I will pass a sheet around at the beginning of the semester for you to choose the reading(s) you will present (the readings you can select have a “p” after them below in the course schedule). 

Draft and Final Paper:  Your primary assignment this semester will be to write a 10-20 page paper on a topic you determine early in the semester.  I will hand out a detailed sheet of instructions, criteria for grading, and essay topic suggestions during the first three weeks of class.  On 4/8 you will turn in a minimum five page draft in class. The final paper is due during finals week (I will give the specific time later).  NO LATE DRAFTS OR LATE FINAL PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED!

Syllabus Addendums for RELS 5000 Graduate Students:  Graduate students will follow the 

syllabus as outlined with the following exceptions: 1.  Graduate students will write a book

review (see below) 2.  They will participate in a few additional class meetings that engage

class subjects and perhaps an extra reading  (the times of these meetings will be arranged 

between the instructor and students) 3.  The final paper will be 15-30 pages 4. The reading

discussion lead and book review presentation  will be factored into the participation grade. 

Final grades for graduate students will be based on the following: 25% participation, 20%  

book review, 20% paper draft, and 35% final paper.

Book Review (Graduate Students only): You are required to write a book review on  a recent or “classic” book on religion and media (one from outside class—I will suggest a list from you to choose from).  These reviews should be approximately 750 words (that’s about three-typed, double-spaced pages) and should inform readers of three primary things: the work’s subject, the author’s thesis and major secondary arguments, and the persuasiveness of the author’s argumentation.  A good book review accomplishes these things concisely and clearly, utilizing brief quotes and page citations from the work.  I will hand out  sample book reviews for you to examine for organization and style.  The review will be due March 4 and you will present on the book in class

Grading Scale:  90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, 0-59=F

Academic Integrity:   Plagiarism, cheating,  or any other form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  I will fail anyone discovered doing these things.  Please feel free to ask if you have any questions about actions that might constitute academic dishonesty, and please review the final page of the syllabus.

I understand that this syllabus is a contract that I am required to know and follow.  By signing this I confirm  my understanding of the class requirements as outlined in the syllabus.

Sign Here___________________________________________________________________                                                                                               

Course Schedule
I. Introductions: Studying Media, Studying Religion and Media
Thurs. 1/15
Introduction to the Course, the Syllabus, and Each Other
Thurs. 1/22
1. Studying Media


2. Studying Media and Religion



CP#1: Morgan, “The Image of Religion in American Life”



Mitchell and Marriage: Hoover, pp. 9-20 


**Journal 1 due on Morgan, Journal 2 Due on Hoover**

Thurs. 1/29
A Cultural History of  “Electronic Presence”: Sconce’s Haunted Media



Sconce: Ch. 1 (p), 2 (p), 3 (p)


**Journal 3 due on Sconce**
Thurs. 2/5
1. Haunted Media Continued and Concluded



Sconce: Ch. 4 (p),  5 (p)


**Journal 4 due on Sconce**


2. Meetings about final paper ideas

II. Representing Religion in Media
Thurs. 2/12
1. Focus on Television




CP#2: Dalton, “Parody, Piety, and Pluralism in The Simpsons” (p)




CP#3: Siegler, “Religion in Contemporary TV Cop Shows” (p)



2. Focus on Film




CP#4: Lyden, “The Definition of Religion” (p)




Mitchell and Marriage: Nolan, 169-78 (p)



**Journal 5 due on one of today’s readings**

Thurs. 2/19
Representing Religion and the American South  in Film: Inherit the Wind





CP#5: Harding, “Representing Fundamentalism” (p)




**Journal 6 due on Harding**


Thurs. 2/26
The Religious Figure and the American South in Film I: Slingblade




Mitchell and Marriage: Herrmann, 189-200 (p)




**Journal 7 due on Herrmann**

Thurs. 3/4
The Religious Figure and the American South in Film II: The Apostle



 
 Mitchell and Marriage: Deacy, 201-212 (p)




**Journal 8 due on Deacy**

############################SPRING BREAK##################################

Thurs. 3/18
1. Representing Religion in American Print and Visual Media




Mitchell and Marriage: Ramji, 65-72 (p)







  Silk, 73-82 (p)



2. Representing Religion in Print News Media







McCloud handout







Silk handout







Bring in newspaper or magazine story for analysis




**Journal 9 due on Ramji or Silk **

III.  Media Practices, Religious Practices: Interactions

Thurs. 3/25
1. Media and Religious Devotion




Mitchell and Marriage: Ferre, 83-92 (p)







  Morgan, 107-120 (p)




**Journal 10 due on Ferre or Morgan**



2. The Internet and Religious Practice




Mitchell and Marriage: Lindermann/Lovheim, 229-240 (p)







  Goethals, 257-270 (p)




**Journal 11 due on Lindermann or Goethals**

Thurs. 4/1
Religion, Media, and Echo Boomers: Clark’s From Angels to Aliens




Clark: Intro, chs. 1(p), 2 (p), 3-4 (p)




**Journal 12 due on Clark**

Thurs. 4/8
Teenagers, the Media, and the Supernatural: Clark continued




Clark: chs. 5-6 (p), 7, 8 (p), 9 (p), 10




**Journal 13 due on Clark**



#######Paper Draft Due Today########

Thurs. 4/15
1.  Reading the Evangelical Romance: Guest visit by Dr. Lynn Neal




Handout



2. Graduate Student Book Reviews

Thurs. 4/22
1. Media Evangelization I: The Apocalypse and the Summer Camp Altar Call




See “Thief in the Night”



2. Media Evangelization II: The View from the Armchair




Alexander on Televangelism Viewers: Handout (p)




CP#6: Tomaseli and Shepperson, “Speaking in Tongues, Writing in 



Vision: Orality and Literacy in Televangelistic Communications.” (p)




**Journal 14 due on Alexander**




**Journal 15 due on Tomaseli and Shepperson**

Thurs. 4/29
Student Presentations of Paper Projects, Summing Up the Course
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