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MASS MEDIA AND RELIGION IN THE UNITED STATES
What is mass media? Why is it important? What are the various forms of mass media? 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course, we will look at different forms of mass media, including television, Hollywood (film), radio, and the internet, and how the media at large shapes our understanding/perceptions of society in the United States of America and the world around us. In particular, we will deal with various religious issues as projected through the mass media.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

This is a Civilization course. More specifically, it is an American Civilization course that is taught in English. As students, your objectives in this course are twofold: One, to better your understanding of the English language through various listening, writing, speaking, reading, and critical thinking activities; Two, to improve your knowledge of American Civilization, meaning that by the end of this course, you will have a better understanding of the society, culture, and history of the United States of America. In doing so, you will be able to make comparisons/contrasts with your own societal and cultural familiarities.
HOME TASKS
When assigned Home Tasks (HT), please do them. For purposes of in-class discussion, it will be important that you come to class prepared and ready to SPEAK IN ENGLISH! That means that any Home Task assigned should be completed. They will not be very time-consuming and will be assigned about every other week.

GENERAL POLICIES

Please respect yourself and your fellow students. I don’t mind if you drink and eat in class, as long as you share with your neighbor(s) and the teacher. Leave your cell phones, radios, TVs, laptops (unless using for note-taking) turned off. Try not to make tardiness a habit. It doesn’t reflect well on your concern or respect for my class. 

Please ask questions in class if you have any concerns or would like me to clarify something.
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

WEEK 1: Class Introduction/Syllabus

                Mass Media and American television programming

                Here come The Simpsons
                HT—Television commercials
WEEK 2: Mass Media and commercial advertising
                The Simpsons, “She of Little Faith” Act I

WEEK 3: Church, a house of worship
                 “She of Little Faith” Act II

                HT—Religious Diversity

WEEK 4: Religious differences/commonalities
                “She of Little Faith” Act III

WEEK 5: “She of Little Faith” (Entirety)
                Evolution and Creation

                The God debate in the United States

                HT— Review for Jeopardy Challenge, Quiz
WEEK 6: Jeopardy Challenge, Quiz

WEEK 7: The Scopes’ Monkey Trial, an international media spectacle
                Rural and urban living
WEEK 8: Inherit the Wind
WEEK 9: Inherit the Wind (continued)
                HT—History vs. Hollywood

WEEK 10: The trial of John T. Scopes
                The Hollywood spin, from truth to “based on truth” (factual)
                HT—Questions for guest(s)

WEEK 11: OPEN DAY, POSSIBLE GUEST SPEAKER(S)
WEEK 12: Radio Days
                  HT—Extra Terrestrial Life
WEEK 13: ET and religious convictions
                  Orson Wells and War of the Worlds
WEEK 14: Jeopardy Review (comprehensive)

WEEK 15: Colloquium/Test
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

*In the event of any extenuating circumstances, the information and course layout provided above may be subject to change.
